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Information Literacy and usage of databases at NMIMS
(Deemed to be University): A case study
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ABSTRACT

The recent trend in Information Technology and ICT application to information has brought major changes in
information communication and gives birth to new library resources Databases or E-resources. Most of them are
accessible through URL's. For making better use and to justify ROl on investment to the institution proper training
on databases is very much required to the user community. This article deals with how Information Literacy sup-
ports usage of subscribed databases at NMIMS (Deemed to be University).

Key Words: [nformation Literacy, Databases, E-Resources, NMIMS

INTRODUCTION

Since long back librarians have been involved in
Library instruction/Orientation. They are training the
users in library use, its service and resources. Terms
such as library orientation, Library instruction, user
education and bibliographical instruction have all been
used at different times to refer the process of helping
users how to use the library and its resources, how to
access information and teaching the various biblio-
graphical tools. These are helping users in knowing
.the physical location of the sections, staff. collections
and services of library. The earliest proof of instruc-
tion is the librarian orienting the graduate students.
An attempt to explain need for user education was
mainly depend on the belief that to know how to use
a library an essential part of the education for life
time process. The central idea of user education in-
volved on the many sources of information available
and not on the mechanics of using the library. In

addition to teaching how to find information, librar-
ies now recognize the importance of teaching critical
thinking skills to enable users to evaluate and select
the best information for their learning needs.

In this information age Information literacy is the key
competency. Every person has his own right to infor-
mation and information access. The importance of
information is being increased in the present times
and information has become one of the commodities
that can be borrowed, purchased and sold and it is
recognized as a natural resource in the electronic era.
Now Information Communication Technology (ICT)
has made its effective presence in Libraries and In-
formation Centers. Which changed the look of re-
source centre in terms of collection, processing, stor-
age, retrieval and communication of information and
also helping the library and information professionals
to perform their task much effectively. In fact, from
leaf to clay tablets, from manuscripts to microfilms,

68
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ﬁ USE OF LIBRARY BY FACULTY MEMBERS: A
STUDY OF NMU REGION

Dr.Vinay B, Patil

Librarian, Arunodaya Dnyan Prasarak Mandals,
Women's College of Arts, Commerce & Home science, Jalgaon.

Abstract:-The primary objectives of the survey were to obtain use and awareness of library
sources and services offered o the faculty members in various colleges affiliated to North
Maharashtra University. A well-designed questionnaire used for data collection. The data
analysis show that the majority of the faculty members are using and aware the services and
sources available in the library for teaching, learning and rescarch work. The study also
recommends the list of minimum services to be provided for the faculty members.

Keywords:Library, information, faculty members.

INTRODUCTION

The teachers/ faculty members are the prime motivators to students in learning, process. Yet the library is
the most strategic position to contribute to such motivation. The prominent role of the library is to help students in
learning when they are away from their teaching which is reflected in the library functions i.e. Selection,
organization and making available for usc the information and essential knowledge of earlier generation to the latter
ones. The use of library could be measured by several ways. The users are the focal point of the library. A study is
carried out in the selected college library users in North Maharashtra University jurisdiction-namely Jalgaon, Dhule
and Nandurbar districts. One of such a ways is by knowing the purpose of user for visit the library.

METHODOLOGY OFTHESTUDY:

The users of various college libraries under study include faculty member of Dhule, Jalgaon and Nandurbar
Data has been collected [rom the users of the college libraries to assess the library services. To collect the information
from faculty members from the college’s researcher as representative sample from 75 faculty members of selected
colleges under study as representative sample,

The researcher designed questionnaire for Users. The design of the questionnaires was based on the study of
literature and in consultation with the librarians. Using questionnaire technique as well as the concerned users have
been interviewed to get more information and verification of information. A sample of 75 teachers has been
selected for study; Out of 75 questionnaires distributed 55 (73.33%) questionnaires were received duly filled in from
faculty member. The primary data has been collected through questionnaire technique, supplemented by informal
discussion with the users.

PURPOSE FORUSE OF THE LIBRARY:

The purpose of using library. The answers were provided to users and they are requested to mention the
purpose of visiting the library.

Dr. Vinay B. Patil ; “USE OF LIBRARY BY FACULTY MEMBERS: A STUDY OF NMU REGION *, Goldea Research Thoughts |
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